FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE

Charlier makes a motion that the action taken in
regard to the speech be rescinded and it be referred to
the Committees for examination.

ROBESPIERRE: "What! I have had the courage to bring
to the attention of the Convention truth essential to the
welfare of the country, and it is to be referred to those
whom I have accused!"

This is received with murmurs. The storm is gather-
ing. Charlier is applauded when he says:

"When one flatters oneself to have the courage of
virtue, one should likewise have the courage of truth.
Name those you have accused!"

THE CONVENTION: "Yes, name them! Name them!"

Robespierre stands with arms folded and does not
reply.

"Name them! Name them!"

His lips remain closed.

Several others take the floor, among them Barere,
who, prudent man that he is, moves to neutral. Char-
lier's motion is put, and carries. Robespierre has lost
control of the Convention. But there are the Jacobins.
There is the Commune. There is Paris. What will their
reaction be?

VII

That evening he went walking with Eleonore in the
Champs-^lysees. The dog, Brount, accompanied them.
Robespierre did not appear worried, but the girl was
silent and thoughtful. There was a gorgeous sunset.
He called Eleonore's attention to the blazing sky.
"Ah, that means good weather to-morrow", she
said.

Later in the evening he went to the Club. News of
the happenings at the Convention had spread through-
out the city. The hall was packed to overflowing. He
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